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in life; we have arrived at a point of view ;
some particular aspect of things has come home
to us with a special force ; and what really en-
riches the hope and faith of the world is the
experience of candid and sincere persons. The
specialist has often had no time or opportunity
to observe life ; all he has observed is the thought
of other secluded persons, persons whose view has
been both narrow and conventional, because they
have not had the opportunity of correcting their
traditional preconceptions by life itself,
I call, with all the earnestness that I can muster,
upon all intelligent, observant, speculative people,
who have felt the problems of life weigh heavily
upon them, not to be dismayed by the disapproval
of technical students, but to come forward and
tell us what conclusions they have formed. The
work of the trained specialist is essentially, in re-
ligion and philosophy, a negative work. He can
show us how erroneous beliefs, which coloured
the minds of men at certain ages and eras, grew
up. He can show us what can be disregarded,
as being only the conventional belief of the time ;
he can indicate, for instance, how a false con-
ception of supernatural interference with natural
law grew up in an age when, for want of trained
knowledge, facts seemed fortuitous occurrences
which were really conditioned by natural laws.
The poet and the idealist make and cast abroad